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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following Listing of Claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in this 
application, 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) An elevator system comprising: 
an elevator car; 

a counterweight; 

a rope connecting said elevator car and said counterweight; and 
a drag element associated with at least one of said car and said counterweight, a control 
controlling the amount of drag between said car and said counterweight through said drag 
element to control movement of said car and said counterweight under at least some conditions^ 
wherein said at least some conditions include said car having a different vertical position in said 
system relative to said counterweight . 

2. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said drag element 
includes a magnetizable member which is guided along a guide rail for said one of said car and 
said counterweight. 

3. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein a drag element is 
associated with each of said car and said counterweight. 

4. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 3, wherein said control controls 
said drag elements based upon the vertical position of said car and said counterweight. 

5. (Currently Amended) An elevator system as Get forth in Claim 1 , comprising: 
an elevator car: 

a counterweight: 

a rope connecting said elevator car and said counterweight; 
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a drag element associated with each of said car and said counterweight; a control 
controlling the amount of drag between said car and said counterweight through said drag 
element to control movement of said car and said counterweight under at least some conditions; 

wherein said control controls said drag elements based upon the vertical position of said 
car and said counterweight; and 

wherein said control controls said drag elements to ensure that the vertically lower of said 
car and said counterweight is provided with a lower drag than the vertically higher of said car 
and counterweight. 

6. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 5, wherein said counterweight 
and said car are linked together in a 2:1 arrangement, and a sheave is associated with said 
counterweight and said car, and said drag elements are associated with said sheave on at least 
one of said counterweight and said car. 

7. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 6, wherein said drag elements are 
braking/dri ve motors. 

8. (Currently Amended) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein a the control 
senses for a potential "jump" oituation condition as one of said counterweight and car reach 
reaches an end of travel position, and said drag element being actuated should a Hjump" 
condition be identified. 

9. (Original) An elevator system as set forth in Claim 1, wherein said drag element is 
utilized to hold said car at a floor. 

10. (Original) A method of controlling the travel of an elevator car comprising the steps 
of: 

(1) providing an elevator car linked to a counterweight through a rope; 
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(2) providing a drag element associated with at least one of said car and said 
counterweight, and said drag element being capable of providing a variable drag under the 
control of a control element; and 

(3) monitoring the vertical position of at least one of said car and said counterweight, 
and controlling the variable drag of said drag elements such that the vertically lower of said 
counterweight and said car has a higher drag resistance. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein step (2) includes providing a drag 
element to each of said car and said counterweight. 

12. (New) An elevator system as set forth in claim 1, wherein said control controls said drag 
element to ensure that the one of said car and said counterweight having a lower vertical position 
relative to the other of said car and said counterweight is provided with a lower drag than the. 
other of said car and said counterweight. 



PACE 6/9 • RCVD AT 1/25/2008 3:08:48 PM [Eastern Standard TimeJ * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/2 * DN1S:2738300 * CS!D: 12489888353 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-44 



